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The lecture aims to present reflections about the 18th century Theater in 

Portuguese America from the history of the Opera House of Vila Rica, located in 

the most important region of Brazil at that time, the captaincy of Minas Gerais. 

The history of this small building will be the basis of a further discussion about 



arts and culture in colonial conditions, the relations between European patterns 

and local specificities and the roots of Brazilian theatre in the 19th century. 

Mariana Mayor is Ph.D. in Theater History at the University of São Paulo, Brazil.  Actually, 

she is Associate Professor at University of the State of Santa Catarina (UDESC/Brazil) and is 

developing a post-doctoral study about Theatre and Slavery in Brazil at the University of São 

Paulo. She is also the organizer of a Latin American Theatre Review called "Teatro situado: 

revista de artes escénicas con ojos latino-americanos". 


